
Do You Have a PLAN?
Owning a Laundromat can be a dream come true for an entrepreneur or investor, but it all starts 
with a well-designed plan to ensure you have addressed the big and small details, such as:

 Building new or buying an existing laundromat.

 Owning or leasing the space. If leasing, do you have a long-term lease of 10 or  
 more years in place?

 Knowing if your location meets the pertinent town or city codes, has the required permits  
 and the right insurance. Don’t overlook items such as possible sewer impact fees. 

 The right contractors to do the demo and install work.

 What kind of equipment you need.

 Do you have the know-how and support to manage staff, manage finances, maintain   
 equipment and market your own laundromat? 

Do You Have the LOCATION?
Location is a critical factor of any laundromat. The proper accessibility, visibility and 
neighborhood will go a long way toward the success of your laundromat. So make sure:

 You have a location with a high volume of traffic with a speed limit of 30 MPH or less.

 You have good visibility from the street.

 You have enough parking, ease of entrance and no stairs leading up or down into  
 the laundromat. 

 You have the proper kind of neighboring businesses that will increase the traffic to  
 your laundromat, such as grocery, convenience and check cashing stores.

 You have determined the number and the quality of nearby competitors and believe  
 a new laundromat in this neighborhood is viable.
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Do You Have the TIME?
The majority of laundromat investors spend 6-8 hours a day running their business. How much 
time you spend depends on the number of employees you plan to hire and what services you 
intend to offer. 

 Seventy percent of all laundromats have no more than two employees.

 Typical laundromats operate from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., and many will stay open 24/7.

 Laundromats that offer wash-dry-folding services or dry cleaning need more employees.

Do You Have the FINANCING?
A typical upfront investment for a laundromat is 30%. That means a prospective owner or 
investor would need $50,000-$300,000 to get started. 

 The proper financing, with programs such as the one offered by Speed Queen Financial  
 Services, is available.

 This is one of the first steps you need to take before determining if owning a laundromat  
 is right for you. 

Do You Have the Right DEMOGRAPHICS?
Finding the right neighborhood for a laundromat is dependent on the mix of people living  
in that area. Things to consider:

 Renters are more likely to need a laundromat than someone who may own their home.

 People in a middle to low income bracket are a demographic that will consistently  
 patronize laundromats.

 Young people typically use laundromats.

 Dense population areas with apartment buildings or double- and triple-deck  
 multi-family houses.

 Neighborhoods with large populations of families.

Do You Have the SERVICES (UTILITIES)?
Having the necessary utilities is a key component of any laundromat. Make sure you have:

 An adequate water supply and easy access to electricity and/or gas. A 2-inch water supply  
 line, 4-inch drain pipe, 400 amp electrical service and high-pressure gas line are required.

 The right sewer system. A public sewer system is preferable to a septic system.

 Adequate space to vent your dryers.


